Museums of the State of
Delaware to sponsor seven
special events in April 2015

(DOVER, Del.—Nov. 20, 2014)-The museums of the State of
Delaware will be sponsoring seven special events during the
month of April 2015. A full schedule is included below. All
programs are free and open to the public. For additional
information, call 302-744-5055.
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‘Over There’: How
Victor's Musical
Industry Influenced
the Nation During
World War I” to be
presented on April
17, 2015.

Administered by the Division of Historical and Cultural
Affairs, the six museums of the State of Delaware—-the New
Castle Court House Museum, the John Dickinson Plantation, the
First State Heritage Park Welcome Center and Galleries, The
Old State House, the Johnson Victrola Museum and the
Zwaanendael Museum-tell the story of the First State’s
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contributions to the history and culture of the United States.
Through displays, exhibits and special programs, the museums
explore how the state’s distinctive physical environment, in
combination with the people who came to live there, gave
Delaware an identity that is different from any other place.

Special events, April 2015
Note: Recent program changes are highlighted in brown.

Thursday-Saturday, April 9-11, 2015

Lewes Tulip Festival. City-wide series of activities
celebrating Lewes’ Dutch heritage including Dutch games,
crafts and a display of Delftware ceramics at the
Zwaanendael Museum. Sponsored by the Lewes Chamber of
Commerce. Downtown Lewes. 10 a.m.—4 p.m. 302-645-8073.

Saturday, April 11, 2015

Demonstrations by the Thistledown Fiber Arts Guild.Program
explores spinning, weaving, knitting and other fabric arts.
John Dickinson Plantation, 340 Kitts Hummock Road, Dover.
Program 1-3 p.m. Museum open 10 a.m.—-3:30 p.m. 302-739-3277.

Friday, April 17, 2015

“ ‘Over There’: How Victor’s Musical Industry Influenced the
Nation During World War I.” Two-part program begins with a
lecture on the contributions of the Victor Talking Machine
Company to the war effort to be presented at the Dover
Public Library, followed by a presentation at the Johnson
Victrola Museum on Victor’s World-War-I-era recordings
played on authentic Victor Talking Machines. Partnership
between the library and the Division of Historical and
Cultural Affairs. Program begins at 7 p.m. at the Dover
Public Library, 35 Loockerman Plaza, Dover. 302-736-7030.

Saturday, April 18, 2015

Dutch-American Friendship Day. Discover Delaware’s Dutch
roots and learn how that connection is alive today.
Zwaanendael Museum, 102 Kings Highway, Lewes. 10 a.m.—4:30
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p.m. 302-645-1148.

“Landing of the DeVries
Colony at Swaanendael,
Lewes, Delaware 1631”"
by Stanley M. Arthurs.
Courtesy of the
permanent collection of
the University of
Delaware. Delaware’s
Dutch roots will be
explored in programs at
the Zwaanendael Museum
on April 18 and 25,
2015.

Saturday, April 18, 2015

“The Story of Dinah.” Program explores the life and craft of
Dinah Patten, an accomplished spinner and enslaved person
owned by the John Dickinson family. A hands-on activity will
accompany the program in which the audience learns how to
prepare wool for spinning. Partnership between the Dover
Public Library and the Division of Historical and Cultural
Affairs. Dover Public Library, 35 Loockerman Plaza, Dover. 2
p.m. 302-736-7030.

Wednesday, April 22, 2015
Earth Day at the John Dickinson Plantation. Explore the
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natural beauty at the home of the “Penman of the
Revolution,” enjoy tours of the colonial-revival garden and
create a scented sachet. John Dickinson Plantation, 340
Kitts Hummock Road, Dover. Activities 11 a.m.-2:30 p.m.
Museum open 10 a.m.-3:30 p.m. 302-739-3277.

Saturday, April 25, 2015

King’'s Day. Celebration of the birthday of King Willem-
Alexander of the Netherlands in a program that will also
explore royal titles and Delaware’s Dutch connection.
Zwaanendael Museum, 102 Kings Highway, Lewes. 10 a.m.—4:30
p.m. 302-645-1148.

Exhibits and displays, April 2015

In addition to special programming, the Division of Historical
and Cultural Affairs is presenting the following exhibits and
displays:

Ongoing

“Delaware and the War of 1812."”Exhibit examines the service
and sacrifice of Delawareans of 1812 to 1815, and the
important role that the state played in a conflict that
helped shaped the development of the United
States.Zwaanendael Museum, 102 Kings Highway, Lewes.
Tue.-Sat., 10 a.m.—4:30 p.m.; Sun., 1:30-4:30 p.m. from
April 1-Oct. 31. Wed.-Sat., 10 a.m.—-4:30 p.m.; Suh-—
1:30-4-30—p-m- from Nov. 1-March 31. 302-645-1148. Note
correction to museum hours.

Ongoing

“Emeline Hawkins: Her Journey From Slavery to Freedom on the
Underground Railroad.” Exhibit chronicles the compelling
story of Emeline Hawkins and her family and their 1845
odyssey on the Underground Railroad from slavery in
Maryland, through Delaware to freedom in Pennsylvania. New
Castle Court House Museum, 211 Delaware St., New Castle.
Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Sun., 1:30 p.m.—4:30 p.m.
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302-323-4453.

Ongoing

Sculptures by Charles Parks. Display of works by the noted
Wilmington artist featuring historical and political figures
including a Minute Man, and presidents Richard Nixon, Gerald
Ford and George W. Bush. New Castle Court House Museum, 211
Delaware St., New Castle. Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Sun.,
1:30 p.m.—4:30 p.m. 302-323-4453. Recently added display.

Ongoing

“A Seaborne Citizenry: The DeBraak and Its Atlantic World.”
Exhibit utilizes artifacts recovered from His Majesty’s
Sloop of War DeBraak, a British warship that sank off the
Delaware coast on May 25, 1798 to tell the story of the
vessel, its crew and the historical context within which it
operated in the Atlantic World of the late 18th century.
Zwaanendael Museum, 102 Kings Highway, Lewes. Tue.-Sat., 10
a.m.—4:30 p.m.; Sun., 1:30-4:30 p.m. from April 1-Oct. 31.
Wed.-Sat., 10 a.m.—4:30 p.m.; Sun——1:360-4:360-p-m- from Nov.

1-March 31. 302-645-1148. Note correction to museum hours.

Ongoing

“Simple Machines.” Exhibit demonstrating the six “simple
machines”—incline ramp, screw, wedge, pulley, lever and
wheel—that constitute the elementary building blocks of
which many more-complicated machines are composed. John
Dickinson Plantation, 340 Kitts Hummock Road, Dover.
Wed.-Sat., 10 a.m.-3:30 p.m. 302-739-3277.

Ongoing

“Simple Pleasures: Picnic, Play and Dance.” Display of
original Edwardian and roaring-20s fall and winter fashions
and sporting attire that reflect the spirit of the liberated
“modern” woman as depicted in the Downton Abbey television
series. From the collections of the state of Delaware. The
Old State House, 25 The Green, Dover. Mon.-Sat., 9 a.m.—4:30
p.m. Sun., 1:30-4:30 p.m. 302-744-5055. Note change in
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display title and description.

Ongoing

“Simple Pleasures: Play and Dance.” Display of original
Edwardian and roaring-20s fall and winter fashions that
reflect the spirit of the liberated “modern” woman as
depicted in the Downton Abbey television series. From the
collections of the state of Delaware. Zwaanendael Museum,
102 Kings Highway, Lewes. Tue.-Sat., 10 a.m.—4:30 p.m.;
Sun., 1:30-4:30 p.m. from April 1-Oct. 31. Wed.-Sat., 10
a.m.—4:30 p.m. from Nov. 1-March 31. 302-645-1148. Recently
added display.

-End-

Contact:

Jim Yurasek

Delaware Division of Historical and Cultural Affairs
Phone: 302-736-7413

E-mail: Jim.Yurasek@delaware.gov

Web: http://history.delaware.gov
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